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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 PARIS 13998 291057Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-00 
DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 10-13 
SSO-00 INRE-00 NSCE-00 SS-15 H-01 /065 W 

110935 291108Z/17 

O 291054Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0877 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PARIS 13998 

FOR UNDER SECRETARY COOPER, ASSISTANT SECRETARY KATZ, 
AND DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATWOOD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FR 

SUBJ: CIV AIR: PANAM CHANGE OF GAUGE 

REES: (A) STATE 109519, (B) STATE 108867, 

(C) PARIS 13887, (D) PARIS 13836, (E) PARIS 13784 

IN VIEW OF REFTEL EXCHANGES INDICATING OUR ADVICE TO 
PAN AM TO PROCEED WITH ITS MAY 1 FLIGHT IN THE FACE OF 
A FRENCH DETERMINATION THAT SUCH A FLIGHT WOULD BE 
ILLEGAL - AND AUTHORITATIVE INFORMATION THAT THEY WILL 
NOT ALLOW PASSENGERS TO LEAVE THE AIRCRAET OR TO BOARD 
IT - I QUESTION WHETHER THE GAME WILL BE WORTH THE 
CANDLE. AS MUCH AS FRENCH APPRECIATE AMERICAN MOVIE 
WESTERNS, I HOPE YOU WILL GO BACK TO DRAWING BOARD ON 
YOUR ADVICE TO PAN AM TO PLY INTO PARIS GUNS BLAZING 
ON MAY 1 IN FACE OP PRENCH OPPOSITION. WASHINGTON MAY 
SEE OVERRIDING lUSTIFICATION IN TERMS OF THE PRECEDENT 
FOR OTHER AVIATION BILATERALS. PROM THE US-FRENCH 
STANDPOINT, I CAN SEE NO ADVANTAGES FOR OUR OVERALL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 13998 291057Z 

RELATIONS (ONLY TROUBLE), BAD PUBLICITY FOR PAN AM, 

AND ESCALATION OF A PROBLEM WHICH MUST ULTIMATELY BE 
RESOLVED BY DISCUSSION AND/OR ARBITRATION IN ANY CASE. 
HARTMAN 
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